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Inside this issue: 

NUI Maynooth last 
Thursday was set to host 
a debate of epic propor-
tions, a stand-off between 
the two favourites for the 
presidential election, Mi-
chael D Higgins and Seán 
Gallagher, and former 
favourite David Norris. 
However the anticipated 
head to head between ce-
lebrity and veteran was 
not to be. This was quite 
aptly made known by Nor-
ris poking his head into 
the packed lecture hall, 
proclaiming ‘it’s not me 
that’s late’. Gallagher was 
busy conducting an inter-
view for TV3. 

Higgins began with a pow-
erful oration that was 
filled with vehemence for 
the state that Ireland now 
finds itself in, but also 
inspired. Some highlights 
of his speech were his fo-
cus solidarity to combat 
our unjust society. Hig-

gins went on to say that 
the power of ideas was 
immense and that Univer-
sities are the source of 
such powerful ideas, ‘My 
wish for you is that you 
will fulfil lives of others, 
not just your own.’  

Norris started by outlin-
ing many of his achieve-
ments and commending 
the creative spirit of insti-
tutions such as NUI 
Maynooth and of Ireland 
in general through the 
ages. Norris stressed that 
he has and always will 
‘put the people first’, 
something that govern-
ments past and present 
were not doing. When 
Norris asked ‘what kind of 
government believes they 
can hit their own people’, 
while slamming his right 
fist into his left palm, he 
solidified the vehemence 
that both candidates had 
for a system of politics 

and economics that has 
led them and the country 
they wish to represent to 
the sorry state it is in 
now.  

Overall the speeches and 
topics were a refreshing 
change from the empty 
rhetoric and cheap jour-
nalism that has so far 
defined this election. Per-
haps leaving celebrities to 
their TV slots is best. 

Shane Mc Nally 

  

Iontas Debate 

26 Oct 2011 

Soldier of Density 
Without history, we would 
languor in a stupor with 
no context for our present 
or our future. Does the 
future matter when dis-
cussing the presidential 
election? The candidates 
certainly seem to think so. 
The past however has 
haunted many of the can-
didates and rightly so, you 

cannot have a future with-
out one. Context.  

A brief look at Seán Gall-
gher’s past reveals one 
that as he has admitted 
himself, was one that in-
volved Fianna Fáil. How-
ever Gallagher states that 
this was merely as a 
grassroots member and 

that the grassroots mem-
bers of any party should 
not be demonised. Plenty 
of grassroots members of 
the Fianna Fáil party are 
no longer members or 
have switched allegiance 
since the demise of the 
party.  
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can follow us on the site, or at Face-
book.com/stobserver. 

Want to get involved very easily and 
maybe even feature in our ‘best of 
twitter’ section, follow us on our list 
for all Observer staff at:  

twitter.com/#!/stobserver/observer-
staff  

 

Or individually 

@daveryanIV 

@PaudiMcTurkish 

@thobiasinkblot 

@cargin4107 

 

As part of our Presidential election 
coverage, you can follow our up to 
date coverage online on Friday, 
while the Election count takes place.  

Throughout the day we’ll be live 
blogging, tweeting, and recording 
audio updates with the latest on the 
Áras race, and the referenda results, 
maybe even an update or two on the 
by-election in Dublin West. So you 

Gallagher in his youth met with 
such Fianna Fáil behemoths such as 
Charlie Haughey, then went on to 
work as an advisor to Rory O’Han-
lon. He then went on to work in Fi-
anna Fáil HQ and was subsequently 
offered a job by Noel Dempsey.  

The apogee of the Quangos came to 
be under Bertie’s reign and Galla-
gher’s name has turned up on sev-
eral. It can be argued that these 
boards were not inherently part of 
the internal make up of the Fianna 
Fáil party, but a merely on the 
fringe, part of a larger system of cor-
ruption. However, if Gallagher was 
only now marginal to the party while 
being busy with his own business 
interests, but shortly after became 
campaign manager for Séamus Kirk. 

Gallagher first claimed he left Fi-
anna Fáil in 2009, then 2010 and 

then 2011 as his ‘letter of resigna-
tion’ was discovered. This letter 
(available to look at on the Observer 
site) states that he has stepped down 
from the National Executive, not 
resigned from the party. The Na-
tional Executive as you can gather 
from the name is pretty important 
and includes the party leader. Galla-
gher sat on the National Executive 
with Bertie Ahern and Brian Cowen. 
A marginal member this does not 
make.  

 

This link is even more questionable 
when the government grants that 
were given to his company 
Smarthomes that total €830,000. 
This coupled with the accusations 
pitted against Gallagher on the 
Frontline debate cast extreme doubt 
over not only the manner in which 

his businesses have been conducted, 
but also on to the extent in which he 
was involved in the Fianna Fáil 
party. The evidence suggests that 
Gallagher has not been honest with 
the electorate. If he has something to 
hide, it is irrefutable that the past is 
important. It defines his very char-
acter and also the character of every 
candidate. Is his past important, 
when the electorate assertively re-
jected Fianna Fáil in the general 
election? Or more importantly is his 
past important when as a nation we 
want and need a renewed vigour and 
break from a rotten past? Yes it is. 
To ignore his or any other candi-
dates past is a vote made in igno-
rance and condoning the deplorable 
politics that has served only to ruin 
lives.  

Thobias Inkblot 

Dearest readers. Uncle Thobias will 
be opening his vast labyrinth of 
knowledge to followers who find is-
sue with the trials and tribulations 
of modern day living. The soul 
wrecking nature of wandering 
through life in the body of a young 
and fit specimen of human existence 
but possessing the soul and mind of 
a down trodden Luddite can be a 
trying time for many. Why not write 

to Thobias, expressing your disdain 
for a certain matter, person or facet 
of todays society and he will reply 
post haste to your query, quip or 
conundrum. Send your emails to the 
u s u a l  s t u d e n t o b s e r v e r i r e -
land.gmail.com with Uncle Thobias 
in the subject box.  

Pádraig McCarrick 

#Aras11  

Soldier of Density 

The Every So Often Column 
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The journalistic and broadcasting 
career of Sam Smyth is in serious 
doubt after he was sacked from his 
‘Sunday Supplement’ slot on Today 
FM. He is to be replaced by public 
relations expert and part-time pre-
senter Anton Savage in a “lifestyle 
and current affairs show” says Today 
FM chief executive Willie O’Reilly. 
In the media over the weekend, the 
board of the station has denied 
claims that the dropping of Smyth 
from the station’s programming has 
anything to do with the journalists 
work on the Moriarty Tribunal, 
which the station’s owner, Denis 
O’Brien is deeply involved in. 
 
Since the Tribunal began in in 1997, 
Smyth, an investigative journalist, 
has been covering and reporting the 
events surrounding allegations that 
O’Brien had made payments to then 
Minister for Transport, Energy and 
Communications Michael Lowry 
prior to the awarding of the second 
mobile phone license to Esat Digi-
fone. Smyth recently successfully 

defended himself in a defamation 
suit brought forward by Mr. Lowry. 
 
The recent events suggest that the 
sacking is an attempt by O’Brien to 
remove Smyth, as his own suit 
against the journalist and the Inde-
pendent News & Media group is un-
der way. This suit is in relation to 
2010 article written in relation to 
O’Brien and the tribunal. 
 
Further more, O’Brien is a major 
shareholder in Independent News 
and Media and has been accused in 
the past of using his long term busi-
ness associate Leslie Buckley in an 
attempt to alter the newspapers re-
porting of the tribunal. 
 
The National Union of Journalists 
has condemned the sacking of Mr. 
Smyth saying “fundamental ques-
tions about the editorial independ-
ence of the station and would again 
bring into sharp focus issues relating 
to the ownership and control of the 
media, print and broadcasting in 

Ireland”. Smyth’s status at the news-
paper has yet to be commented on. 
 
This sentiment seems to be held by 
many in the media with Eamon 
Dunphy, who hosts a show at the 
same time on O’Briens other station 
Newstalk, who said that it’s an ex-
tremely serious issue for journalists 
in this country and says a lot about 
the state of press freedom in Ireland. 
He also questioned the level of com-
mitment that the government had in 
this area. 
 
Pádraig McCarrick 

Referendum 

Smyth Sacking Sparks Suspicion  

inquiry that the Society has cause 
for great concern. 
 
The Society believes that the 
wording of the amendment omits 
any guarantee for the protection of 
individual rights and leaves persons 
appearing before an inquiry at 
the mercy of party political interests.  
 
The Society believes also that the 
bill is not consistent with basic 
standards of fairness in that it vests 
the sole discretion to interpret the 
balance between individual rights 
and the public interest in 
the Oireachtas, the very organ of the 
State that would be carrying out the 
investigation. It does not contain 
and, indeed, would seem to exclude 

t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a n 
independent judicial review. 
 
The Society believes that the amend-
ment, if passed, would signify a seri-
ous shift in the Constitutional bal-
ance of authority between the courts 
and the Parliament in matters re-
garding the rights of individuals 
whose good names may be nega-
tively affected by inquiries.’ 

It is clear from the statement by the 
Law society of Ireland that there is 
are several questionable facets to the  
amendment and the statement re-
flects concerns raised by the eight 
former attorneys during the week. 
Then again it may help to quell as-
tronomical  tribunal costs, hurting 
many of the pockets of those in oppo-
sition to the reform.  

It is clear that this issue needs to be 
debated and is unfortunate that it is 
only appearing this late in the day.  

Dave Ryan and Shane Mc Nally 

The following is an excerpt from a 
press release by the Law society of 
Ireland, expressing grave concerns 
regarding the judicial referenda on 
October 27. The full press release 
can be found on our site. 
 
‘ T h e  C o u n c i l  n o t e s  t h a t 
parliamentary inquiries are an 
e x t r e m e l y  p o w e r f u l 
mechanism, sometimes dangerously 
so, since they can be driven by 
overwhelming public and political 
demands for culprits and even 
scapegoats. This can create a climate 
of hysteria that would be highly 
prejudicial for any individual 
witness summoned to give evidence.  
 
An example would be the hearings 
before the US Congress into ‘un-
American activities’ and the 
devastating effect those inquisitions 
had on so many individuals. 
It is because of this potentially 
irresistible force that can be exerted 
on an individual by a Parliamentary 
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The Student Observer is Maynooth’s independent news source. 
Our goal is to engage and inform students about the pressing 
political issues that are relevant to them. We have been report-
ing on local and national student politics since February 
2010. At the moment, our permanent staff is comprised of five 
people: editor Dave Ryan, editorial staff Padraig McCarrick 
and Shane McNally, and columnists Brian McNamara and 
Jim O' Brien. 

We encourage people from all political backgrounds to contrib-
ute to The Observer, so if you would like to contribute in any 
way you can please contact us at 

 

studentobserverireland@gmail.com 

or 

stobservereditor@gmail.com [Editor] 

Dave Ryan - Editor 
Pádraig Mc Carrick - Deputy Editor 

Shane Mc Nally - Co-chief, Deputy Editor 
Brian McNamara - Ents and Roving Reporter 

Jim O’Brien - Political and Business Correspondent 

S T U D E N T  O B S E RV E R  

a beut? You can have yours up in the 
next issue and we’ll even give you 
some ink space to tell people what 
you’re flogging.  
 
Send us a press release, photo-
graphs, reviews or articles. The 
choice is yours. If your event is really 
awesome, we’ll even come and pod-
cast up in that hizzaayyy!!! You 
know you want to. Contact us via the 
usual email for more deatails.  
 
Events of note: 
MSU Long Legs Craft Beer Tasting, 
Physics Hall, Wednesday 26th  
@7p.m. (€5 cover charge) 
 
Presidential Election and Referen-
dum, @your constituency, get home 
and vote (weather permitting)! 

 
CALLING ALL CLUBS & SOCS!! 
Need some quick advertising? Have 
an event needs pimping to the max?? 
The Student Observer is probably 
exactly what you need. Traversing 
the internet, sound waves and now 
the printed word, we are now more 
than ever in a position to help out 
your club or socitey as best we can. 
Just look at the sexy ad for the Long 
Legs Food & Wine Society. Isn’t she 

A student who drinks wine? Want to 
make an informed decision when 

buying? Want to be guaranteed a nice 
tipple without having to break the 

bank?  

If so, The Empty Glass is for you. A 
Wine Blog for students by students. 

www.emptyglassie.com 

 

Want to Advertise with the Observer? 
Mail us at  

studentobserverirelad@gmail.com 

Societies  

Twitter: @stobserver 
Facebook: facebook.com/stobserver 

Www.stobserver
,wordpress.com 

O r g a n i z a t i o n  
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